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Connection Paper
 	As we continue to live, there are various individuals we usually interact with at different levels of life. The kind of relationship we form initially with these people usually determines our connection with them in our entire lives. We typically look for a deep and genuine association with these people because they impact our lives directly.  For that reason, the relationship with my grandma at my young age created a strong bond that cannot be broken to date. Therefore, this paper will discuss the honest connection between my granny and me.
	My nana goes by the name Jacinta, and she lived in New York, United States of America. Since she was born, she has been living in the U.S., and currently, she is almost 79 years old. Among the family of ten was the first fruit of her mother's womb. Even though she was from a humble background, her parents took the initiative of admitting her to public school, where she learned reading and writing skills (Prestwood, 2020). Her father enrolled her in a tailoring school where she spends three years before getting employment in a private tailoring company around New York City. Later in her job, she married a European who passed away after getting the third child. My granny decided to remain a single mother until to date.  
She has undergone painful experiences as a widow in her life; thus, her physical appearance has been altered. For instance, she has many wrinkles and scars, which indicates her challenging experiences in life. This has reformed her brown color; thus, her beauty look is fading day by day. Presently, she has grey color hair that she maintains short to keeping it neat every time, although she hates it has been lacking (Cohen & Strong, 2020). Her hair had been very long from her youth until in her early 70's when she started encountering health problems that made it difficult to maintain it. My grandmother’s height is approximately 4 feet. The problems with her eyesight made her quit tailoring for farming practices. As she uses most of her time in the garden, her daily outfits are long dresses, dull in color to prevent staining of dirt materials (Cohen & Strong, 2020). She has been the hardest lady I have seen from my young age until today because she can handle most of her duties with minimal assistance.
	She usually wakes up very early in the morning to prepare her breakfast before beginning her daily routine on the farm. Afterward, she feeds cattle, packs her tea, and heads to the farm. She can work continuously for six-hour in the garden before going back to the house for lunch (Prestwood, 2020). Although she was old, she likes being updated on current matters around the world. For instance, she watches the news every evening before she sleeps to be aware of some activities that happened during the day all over the world.
	I consider having my irreplaceable grandma as a blessing from God. I believe it is lucky to be raised by my nana since my parents passed away when I was five years old. She decides to live with my brother and me open-heartedly after my uncle refused to live with us. My nana was like a parent, teacher, and best friend I have never had. I always got a should to lean in times of difficulty and best advice in dilemma moments (Prestwood, 2020). She was closer to me than my late mother. From my interaction with her, I learned all basic life teachings. For example, she could brush my teeth daily without failure and ensuring I attend Sunday school services. I adopted these excellent life practices, and ever since, I usually do the same.
After my parents' demise, my education was disrupted entirely since I was in my first years of learning basic things in school. Since my parents told me that education was the key to the best life, their death made my school life look like hell. This was worsened since I was timid that I could not stand in front of my classmates to utter anything or join them during alphabetical presentation lessons. I knew my studies could be helpful in my future and make my life superior.  Whenever I tried to read in front of my friends, they struggled to write and read as meaningless and like rubbish. Some teachers were very harsh irrespective of me being young and shy in the new journey of education. My self-esteem was very low because they failed to help me develop my learning skills, as some could openly rebuke me during lessons (Prestwood, 2020). This made my elementary classes very terrible because I lost my learning interest and felt like quitting school. One time, my granny came to school and talked to our class teacher concerning the criticism I received from teachers and my fellow students. She asked them to help me improve rather than criticizing me and punishing the students who condemned me. 
	 Despite all these challenges, I thank my granny, who took the initiative of helping me on improving my learning skills and self-esteem. She took me to summer school to improve my reading and writing skills. It raised my self-esteem since I felt encouraged that she cared about my good performance in school. This progressively contributed to my improvement in gaining alphabetical literacy. During my lessons in summer school, I gained knowledge on word structure, standard spelling guidelines, letter sounds, and the association between different words (Cohen & Strong, 2020). At the beginning of every week, I tried the look, write, and visualize approach. I also thank my nana for always providing me with a list of other new words immediately after I mastered spellings of the initial sets of words assigned to me. She guided me on how to play with letters combination to understand different word patterns. She ensured that I memorized various spelling rules using mnemonic gadgets and songs to help strengthen my basic spelling rules. The bond between granny and me kept maintaining due to her persona initiate to help me achieve my goals. 
	 Additionally, she was my best company at home since she would read and tell me stories during bedtime.  She could observe how I was bitter struggling with spellings and reading skills. Sometimes I would even cry during studies when I felt unable to read or spell a particular word. One day she joined me when doing assignments and assured me that she would be helping me every time on whatever best she can in improving my learning skills. The following day, she showed me pictures and informative artifacts of their early stages (Cohen & Strong, 2020). The illustration about the photos was given, and she would assure me that my life was different from theirs'. My Nana stories would help me learn words, sounds, language patterns, thus developing my literacy skills. Also, it aided in improving my craft to focus and concentration on communication competence. She could provide me with a daily challenge to work on, and whenever I succeeded, she could offer me some rewards such as sweets, chocolates, and biscuits.
	My grandmother could not discuss her challenging experiences with everybody because she believed that some people could laugh at her instead of helping. She always advised me not to be sharing my problems anyhow but to specific individuals who could offer me help, such as some relatives and teachers (Prestwood, 2020). She told me to continue walking with my head high, and never anyone put me down even at times of challenges in life. She is very active, regularly assisting around the house by ensuring I feel relaxed and comfortable before the day ends. She could spend ample time to also listen to the stories and problems I was experiencing then later suggest some solutions. 
	Although my nana was old-fashioned, she was the charitable person I have ever seen. Individuals who had challenges around the community could receive some help from granny even if it were something small (Cohen & Strong, 2020). We could go to the garden, harvest bananas, cassavas, and sugarcane to give our neighbors disadvantaged in the community. She taught me the art of giving and insisted blessing only come through charity work. My grandma is the kind, affectionate, and caring person that I needed during my childhood.
	Moreover, I learned extensively from nana from her various recipes.  She noticed my enthusiasm for how she uses multiple materials in preparing delicious meals for us. Concerning that, she decided to be illustrating every detail about different recipes (Prestwood, 2020). Whenever I asked any question concerning the recipe, she could provide clues to the solution to figure it personally. Therefore, I learned to be an answerable, neat, and undependable individual. In the process, I found my bond with her becoming stronger daily.
	In conclusion, living with granny was the best experience since I learned that it is better to progress forward in life instead of struggling to repair my past, which is difficult to change. I also discovered that no individual is born with bad luck, but it is just something unavoidable and can be rehabilitated via determination and courage (Prestwood, 2020). My granny helped me overcome all these challenges through her courage and different lessons. I am hoping when I have my grandchildren, and I can be impressive like my nana.  
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